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The winner! The boat-handling competition at Canalway Cavalcade produced a win
Jor the youngest contestant, who was also in the biggest boat. Full details on page 10.
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From the
Editor
SORRY WE'RE LATE!

Our apologies for the late arrival ofthis issue.
I decided to wait until after CanalwayCavalcade
before putting everything together, in order to
include a report and pictures. Then the day-job
became even more hectic than usual, and some
contributors were late with promised articles, so
what was planned as a late-May edition has turned
into a late-June one (I hope!).

MYSTERY AT LITTLE VENICE
Canalway Cavalcade is reported elsewhere in

this issue. Its tenth annual happening was a great
success, but some of us beginning to wonder
howmany more of them there will be. À recent
paper by British Waterways proposes some
changes in the use of Browning's Pool. These
proposals are not specific, but indicate that they
want to develop somekind oftrading activity
there. It's not clear whether this will be a
permanent marketlike Camden Lock Market, or
a series Of free-standing events like the Antiques
Fair that took place soonafter Cavalcadethis year.
Apart from the one mention in a study covering
a wider area of the London canal system, there
doesnt seem too have been any consultation yet
with either TWA,local residents or localtraders.

In addition, the retaining wall above the
towpath on the South Side of Browning's Pool
has been rebuilt. This ought to be good news,as
weve been pressing for this to be done for some
years. The old wall had been damaged by tree
roots and had been shored up, making an ugly an
inconvenientintrusion on to the towpath. After
a long period of argument between BW and the
City of Westminster about whose responsibility
it was, the job was finally done. But the new wall
is not a simple replacement ofthe old. It’s not in
the same position, but several feet nearer the edge
of the water, which gave our Trade Organiserat
Cavalcade quite a problem working out what
traders he could fit into the diminished width of
tow-path. The wall also has some decorative brick
pillars projecting above it, whose design, we
understand, has annoyed a number of local
residents who find their view of the Pool
obstructed. The wall also embodies what appear
to be storage spaces. Are these for the use of future
permanent traders? And all this has apparently
been done without planning permission, a matter
that the Branch Planning and Navigation
Subcommittee and Branch Committee are
complaining about.

‘What aboutit, BW? What have you got up your
sleeve? Come clean and talk to us about your
ideas: we might even approve of them if we knew
what they were. As it is, with only vague
statements, rumour and speculation to go on, we
can be pardoned for assuming the worst!

ADVERTISING
Some issues ago I mentioned that we should

like to help paythe cost of producing Excalibur
byselling advertising space. What has prevented
us from doing so until now has been the lack of
anybody willing to act as advertising manager.
That gap has now beenfilled by Robin Bishop
(address below), so I hope that we shall have
advertising income to help us from the next issue.
This shouldn't mean you'll get anyless editorial
matter to read, since we have set our advertising
rates so as to enable us to print more pages, with
the advertising income more than covering the
extra cost. So if you run, or work for, a business
that would find it useful to advertise to waterway
enthusiasts in London, or would be happy to
sponsor us bytaking advertising space, please give
Robin a call.
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From the
Region Chairman:
David Allison-Beer

Last time I wrote about the bills then before
Parliament. Since then the Transport and Works
Act has been passed and the British Waterways
Bill has started its course through the Commons.
This time I have decided to continue on the
‘bills’ theme but to consider the financial bills,
which face the Association.

The IWA has a number of sources of income
but apart from funds raised by branches, there
are two major providers of funds: subscriptions
and profits from national waterwayfestivals. The
profits from festivals are contributed to the
National Restoration and Development Fund
(NWR&DF) and go to fund restoration projects;
the Waterway Recovery Group is a major
benefactor.

Subscription monies are used to fund
campaigning and administration (including
members’ services), split roughly half and half.
As a major campaigning association we suffer
in the same way as Mr Micawber, as recently
our expenditure has been beyond our income.
We have agonized for many hours over what
we should cut from our campaigning and
administration to ensure we live within budget.
A difficult decision as we are keen to continue to
look after the interests ofall waterway users, and
our membersin particular. Recently we agreed
to increase our support for the ‘end-of-garden
moorings’ litigation to £3,000 so that when it
comes to court in summer it can be properly
established whetherit is legal for BW to charge
for these. Last year we spent over £11,000 on
legal and other professional advice connected
with the Bills before Parliament. At the
beginning of this year your Council decided to
appealto the branches, canal societies and boat
clubs for assistance with funding this campaign.
Iam pleased that all branches of SE Region have
contributed and over £7,000 has been donated.
However this will probably not cover our full
costs this year.

At the end of last year the landowners
appealed successfully to the House of Lord’s in
the Yorkshire Derwent rights of way case. We
have since learnt that the costs have been
awarded againstthe trust and consequently the
I'WA's commitment to the fees ofnearly £180,000
maybe required. The exact costsare still to be
established. However this will knock a severe
hole in both our reserves and income for a

よ
、

number of years. I feel, as I believe do the
majority of our members, that your council's
decision to support the trust in this case was
right. This will not mean the end of our
campaigning, although your council has agreed
thatit is unable to commit further funds to this
case. I believe that more and more decisions on
navigation and the use of waterways are going to
be made either in parliament or though the
courts, with the associated costs.

These large bills mean that we are going to
haveto take somefairly drastic steps to ensure a
strong and secure financial future. I hope that
you will wantto help; if so why not see if you can
recruit just one new memberthis year. If each of
us did that we would be an even greater force to
be reckoned with.

COMMITTEE CHANGES
FAREWELL

Two members stood down from the Branch
Committee at the AGM. One was Len House, an
extremely long-serving member, who felt it
necessary to give up because of his age and ill-health.
A note of Lens service and the ways in which it has
been recognised appears on another page. The other
was our Vice-Chairman, Lewis Phillips, who has
given up his post for family reasons.
TWO FOR THE PRICE OF ONE

It has taken two people to replace Lewis: because
of the increasing level of activity of the Branch, the
Committee decided to appoint two Vice-Chairmen
in the persons of Rosie Limming and Mike Stevens.
Lewis has not totally severed his connection with
Branch activity, as he will continue to run our
London Ring Plaque scheme.

WELCOME
Three new members have joined the Branch

Committee. Sue Blake was elected at the AGM and
has been appointed Assistant Social Secretary. She has
long-standing family connections with other TWA
Branches and together with her husband has just
bought a boat.

Kevin Saint was co-opted to the Committee after
the AGM, and will serve in two capacities, as Working
Party Organiser and Assistant Publicity Officer. Sue
and Kevin are both active WRGlies, bringing that
interest to exactly half the Branch Committee.

Jim Mason was co-opted at the May Committee
meeting. Heis already active on behalf of the Branch
as Chairman of our Brentford Rally Committee. Jim
runs a boatyard in Brentford, and we have had cause
to be grateful to him for lending us his work-boat
Stanley for Canalway Cavalcade each year.

ROOM FOR MORE
This will still leave some vacancies for more

people to be co-opted until the next AGM.

From the
Region Ghairman:
David Allison-Beer
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but apart from funds raised by branches, there
are two major provide rs of funds: subscriptions
and profits from national waterway festilals. The
profits from festivals are contributed to the
National Restoration and Development Fund
(NWR&DF) and go to fund restoration projects;
the Vaterway Recovery Group is a major
benefactor

Subscription monies are used to fund
campaigning and administration (including
members' services), split roughly haif and half.
As a major campaigning association we suffer
in the same way as Mr Micawber, as recently
our expenditure has been beyond our income.
'We have agonized for many hours over what
we should cut from our campaigning and
administration to ensure we live within budget.
A difficult decision as we are keen to continue to
look after the interests of all waterway users, and
our members in particular. Recently we agreed
to increase our support for the 'end-of-garden
moorings' litigation to 53,000 so that when it
comes to court in summer it can be properly
established whether it is legal for BW to charge
for these. Last year we spent over 511,000 on
legal and other professional advice connected
with the Bills before Parliament. At the
beginning ofthis year your Council decided to
appeal to the branches, canal societies and boat
clubs for assisance with funding this campaign.
I am pleased that all branches ofSE Region have
contributed and overSZ000 has been donated.
However this will probably not cover our full
costs this year.

At the end of last year the landowners
appealed successfully to the House of Lord's in
the Yorkshire Derwent rights of way case. We
have since learnt that the costs have been
awarded against the trust and consequently the
IWAs commitment tothe fees of nearly5180,000
may be required. The exzct costs are still to be
established. However this will knock a severe
hole in both our reserves and income for a

number of years. I feel, as I believe do the
majority of our members, that your council's
decision to support the trust in this case was
right. This will not mean the end of our
campaigning, although your council has agreed
that it is unable to commit further funds to this
case. I believe that more and more decisions on
navigation and the use of waterways are going to
be made either in parliament or though the
courts, with the associated costs.

These large bills mean that we are going to
have to take some fairly drastic steps to ensure a
strong and secure financial future. I hope that
you will want to help; if so why not see if you can
recruit just one new member this year. If each of
us did that we would be an even qreater force to
be reckoned with.

COMMITTEE CHANGES
FAREWELL

Two members stood down from the Branch
Committee at the AGM. One was Len House, an
extremely long-serving member, who felt it
necessary to give up because ofhis age and ill-health.
A note of Len's service and the ways in which it has

been recogrLised appe-ars on another page The other
was our Vice-Chairman, Lewis Phillips, who has
gi."'en up his post for family reasons.

TWO FOR THE PRICE OF ONE
It has taken two people to replace Lewis: because

of the increasing level ofactivity of the Branch, the
Committee decided to appoint two Vice-Chairmen
in the persons of Rosie Limming and Mike Stevens.
Lewis has not toally severed his connection with
Branch activity, as he will continue to run our
London Ring Plaque scheme.

WELCOME
Three new members have joined the Branch

Corrirnittee. Sue Blake was elected at the AGM znd
has been appointed Assisant Social Secreaqr She has

long-sanding family connections with other I1VA

Branches and together with her husband has just
bought a boat.

Kevin Saint was co-opted to the Committee after
the AGM, and will serve in two capacities, as Vorking
Party Organiser and Assistant Publicity Officer Sue
and Kevin are both active WRGlies, bringing that
interest to exactly half the Branch Committee.

Jim Mason was co-opted at the May Committee
meedng. He is already active on behalfofthe Branch
as Chairman of our Brentford Rally Committee.Jim
runs a boatyard in Brentfcrd, and we have had cause
to be grateful to him for lending us his work-boat
Stanley for Canalway Cavalcade each year

ROOM FOR MORE
This will still leave some vacancies for more

people to be co-opted until the next AGM.
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To supplementthis small professional staff
itis planned to build up a team of volunteers
through the ‘Friends of the Museum’ scheme.
‘Friends’ will pay a subscription (£10
individual, £16 for a couple, £20 for a family)
which will entitle them to free access to the
Museum and a quarterly newsletter. It is
hoped that they will offer their services to
help staff the museum,to seek out sponsor-
ship and to work on publicising the Museum.

Future plans for the Museum include
having traditional crafts on display: canal
painting, bonnet-making and rope work.
There is a mooring outside the back door of
the Museum, where it is hoped to have a
periodically-changing selection of interesting
boats. When I visited just before opening day,
this slot was filled by the working pair of
narrowboats Barnham and Angel.

The museum includes a classroom which
local schools will be encouraged to bookfor
project work, possibly with the help of
Museum staff or volunteers. The Museum
plans to produce its own Education pack,to
be used alongside that already produced by
BW(and reviewed in an earlier edition of
Excalibur). Group visits from Societies will
also be encouraged. At present disabled
accessis limited to the ground-floor butthere
are plans for a chair-lift to the upper floors in
due course.

The entrance to the Museum contains a
sales area, which Nigel hopes to build into the
main retails outlet in London for canal books.
There will also be a temporary exhibition
area, where the display will change every
three months or so, and which will be
available to local companies, societies,
schools and colleges. The initial display in this
area has come from the former (and much-
missed) BW Camden Information Centre.

I first visited the Museum for the Royal
opening on 9 March: an event that seemed to
bring in just about everybody one had heard
of in the waterways movement. The navvies
from WRG who had spent their first indoor
dig excavating the ice-pits were very much in
evidence, if not very recognisable in suits!

I went back a few days before the Museum
opened to the public and saw all the work
going on to get things ready. Nigel was
consciousthatthereis still a lot to be done in
collecting suitable artifacts for display. One of
their prize exhibits at the momentis half the
old GUCCCo Small Woolwich butty Coronis.

The other half is afloat as a conversion and
one of Nigel's ambitions is to have her visit
and tie up outside the Museum. What the
Museum has is the stern half of the boat,
which was in process of being re-bottomed
when I saw it. Later the boatman’s cabin will
be restored and whatis left of the hold will be
fitted out, undertraditional cloths, as a video-
viewing area for 10 or 12 people. This work is
expected to take about eight months, and the
work-in-progress will be a feature of the
Museum display for that time.

The well-known film ‘Barging through
London, showing the Regent's Canal
between the Wars, has been transferred to
video and will be shown in the Museum, as
will a new film about the Regent's Canal today
made by IWA London Branch member Dr
Michael Essex-Lopresti, the undoubted
expert on the Regent's. It is hoped to have
both of these videos on sale.

If you wantto visit the Museum by boat, it
is in Battlebridge Basin, adjacent to the
London Narrowboat Association moorings.
From the land, you will find it at 12/13 New
Wharf Road, off York Way near King’s Cross
Station. Opening times until September are
9am to 4.30pm every day except Mondays
(but they will be open on Bank Holidays).
Admission costs £2.50 for adults and £1.25 for
children and concessionaries.

Mike Stevens

The following not-too-serious account of the
Museum's first day of public opening is
written by one ofthe volunteers who was on
duty that day.

Dateline: 16 April 1992. The mission: to
boldly go to New Wharf Road. I beamed
down to Kings Cross, via the Victoria Line,
wolfed down a bacon sandwich, checked the
action on the Pentonville Road, and crossed
with the Green Man.

I had the password ready, but the door was
open.I slid in: all was quiet, and then suddenly
appeared. . . Nigel Sadler, Curator, Manager
and General Dogsbody. Yes, in a blaze of
obscurity the London Canal Museum was to
open that day, and I was to be an ATTENDANT.

A man, whose name I've forgotten, but who
was apparently born with a seagull on his
head, came in and started to destroythe boat
moored in the Museum. This was a direct
result of me dusting down everything in the
shop and polishing all the surfactes to get rid of
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To supplement this small professional staff
it is planned to build up a team of volunteers
through the 'Friends of the Museum' scheme.
'Friends' will pay a subscription (510
individual, 516 for a couple, $,20 for a family)
which will entitle them to free access to the
Museum and a quarterly newsletter It is
hoped that they will offer their services to
help staff the museum, to seek out sponsor-
ship and to work on publicising the Museum.

Future plans for the Museum include
having traditional crafts on display: canal
painting, bonnet-making and rope work.
There is a mooring outside the back door of
the Museum, where it is hoped to have a
periodically-changing selection of interesting
boats. When I visited just before opening day,
this slot was filled by the working pair of
narrowboats -Barnbam and Angel.

The museum includes a classroom which
local schools will be encouraged to book for
project work, possibly with the help of
Museum staff or volunteers. The Museum
plans to produce its own Education pack, to
be used alongside that already produced by
BSf (and reviewed in an earlier edition of
Excalibur). Group visits from Societies will
also be encouraged. At present disabled
access is limited to the ground-floor but there
are plans for a chair-lift to the upper floors in
due course.

The entrance to the Museum contains a
sales area, which Nigel hopes to build into the
main reails outlet in London for canal books.
There will also be a temporary exhibition
area, where the display will change every
three months or so, and which will be
available to local companies. societies.
schools and colleges, The initial display in this
area has come from the former (and much-
missed) BW Camden Information Centre.

I first visited the Museum for the Royal
opening on 9 March: an event that seemed to
bring in just about everybody one had heard
of in the waterways movement. The navvies
from'S7RG who had spent their first indoor
dig excavating the ice-pits were very much in
evidence, if not very recognisable in suits!

I went back a few days before the Museum
opened to the public and saw all the work
going on to get things ready. Nigel was
conscious that there is stilla lot to be done in
collecting suitable artifacts for display. One of
their prize exhibits at the moment is half the
old GUCCCo Small'Woolwich butty Coronis.

The other half is afloat as a conversion and
one of Nigel's ambitions is to have her visit
and tie up outside the Museum. Vhat the
Museum has is the stern half of the boat,
which was in process of being re-bottomed
when I saw it. Later the boatman's cabin will
be restored and what is left of the hold will be
fined out, under traditional cloths, as a video-
viewing area for 10 or 12 people. This work is
expected to ake about eight months, and the
work-in-progress will be a feature of the
Museum display for that time.

The well-known film 'Barging tbrougb
London', showing the Regent's Canal
between the'Wars, has been transferred to
video and will be shown in the Museum, as
will anew film about the Regent's Cand today
made by.JVA London Branch member Dr
Michael Essex-Lopresti, the undoubted
expert on the Regent's. It is hoped to have
both of these videos on sale.

If you want to visit the Museum by boat, it
is in Battlebridge Basin, adjacent to the
London Narrowboat Association moorings.
From the land, you will find it at 12113 New
Vharf Road, off York Way near King's Cross
Station. Opening times until September are
9am to 4.3opm every day except Mondays
(but they will be open on Bank Holidays).
Admission costs 52.50 for adults and 51.2 5 for
children and concessionaries.

Mike Stevens

The following not-too-sefious account of the
Museum's first day of public opening is
wfitten by one of the volunteen who was on
duty that day.

Dateiine: 16 April 1992. The mission: to
boldly go to New Wharf Road. I beamed
down to Kings Cross, via the Victoria Line,
wolfed down a bacon sandwich, checked the
action on the Pentonville Road, and crossed
with the Green Man.

I had the password ready, but the door was
open. I slid in: all was quiet, and then suddenly
appeared. . . Nigel Sadleq Curator, Manager
and General Dogsbody. Yes, in a blaze of
obscurity the London Canal Museum was to
open that day, and I was to be an ATTENDANT.

A man, whose name I've icrgotten, but who
was appafenrly born with a seagull on his
head, came in and sarted to destroy the boat
moored in the N{useum. This was a direct
result of me dusting down everything in the
shop and polishing all the surfactes to get rid of
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On the Metreau
News and Gossip of London's Waterways

RETIREMENT HONOUR
At the Branch AGM in March, our longest-

serving Committee member stood down. Len
House has decided that he has reached the age to
give up Committee work. His activities for the
Branch have been traced through the Minutes
Books back to the early 1970s, and we're not
convinced that we've got all the way to the
beginning! Len served for many years as the
Branch Social Secretary and was an active
member of the Planning and Navigation Sub-
committee. He was also every year the most
successful programme-seller at Cavalcade. In
honour of his long and distinguished service,
Len was successfully nominated for the Edie
Palmer Award, an IWA National Award recog-
nising administrative service to the Association.
Len is also to be presented, on behalf of the
Branch, with a mounted IWA badge in silver
wire. Although Len hasretired from Committee
work, he still intends to be with us at the Central
London Socials that he ran for so many years.

A WELCOME AWAITS YOU
Hillingdon Canal Club, who are the hosts for

our successful series of area meetings in
Uxbridge have asked us to point out that TWA
members are automatically members of HCC
and welcometo call in during their Bar opening
hours (Weds and Fri 7.30 to 11 pm, Saturday
noon to 4pm and 8.30 to 11pm and Sunday noon
to 3pm). Their Club is on the canal bank almost
opposite the ‘General Elliott” in Uxbridge. Access
from land is by wayofWaterloo Road, Uxbridge.

NB PRESIDENT
Narrowboat President wasn’t able to be at

Cavalcade this year, but by the time you read this
she will have been at Little Venice (on 12 June) as
part of her Big Cruise in aid of the St Lawrence
Hospice in Cernovoda, Romania, a home for
destitute children. Nationwide support for the
campaign has come from the Church of
England, the Catholic Church and agencies like
the Red Cross. Civic receptions are planned
along President's route from Ellesmere Port: the
Shroppie, the T&M, the Staffs & Worcs, the BCN
and the Grand Union. Gifts of tins and other
suitable items will be collected en route and off-
loaded at Little Venice.

Travelling with President will be Kildare—
her new Josher butty, built for EMC byBrait-
hwaite's in 1913. Friends of President have
bought her from the Warwickshire Flyboat
Company where she was a camping boat. Over
the winter she has beenre-fitted and restored to
FMCcolours. Together President and Kildare
will present a complete picture of the working
days of the waterways.

PAT SAUNDERS
It was with sadness that we heard from Kent &

East Sussex Branch of the death on 23 April of
one of their stalwarts, Pat Saunders. He had been
a very early member of IWA, working with
Aickman and Rolt. He had many careers
including the Army, pioneering hotel-boats, and
teaching. He retired a few years ago as Vice-
Principal of Sutton College of Liberal Arts, with
great plans including a horse-drawn trip boat on
the Basingstoke Canal and an autobiography

| detailing some of the early work of the TWA.
Despite a dicky ticker’ he continued to lead a
very active life. He was a regular helper on K&ES
Branch's boat trips for the handicapped, often
making a 200-mile round trip to be there. Shortly
before his death he had visited Australia to give
his daughter away in marriage and combined his
trip with explorations of waterways in Australia,
New Zealand and Canada. Condolences go to his
wife and children.

JUSTIN TIME
While Canalway Cavalcade is reported fully

elsewhere in this issue,it is appropriate to note
here that two key members of Cavalcade
Committee only just managed to get their boats
there. Cavalcade Director Libby Bradshaw,
having spent the winter stoppage-dodging all the
way back from Llangollen got Panacea as far as
Rickmansworth and had to rely on friends to
bring it the last lap. Meanwhile Cavalcade Site
and Services Supremo Peter Jackman (whom
readers of the gossipy bits of this column will
remember took Panacea to the National last
August because his own boat, Triggs, was locked
in on the Basingstoke by the water shortage
there), actually got Triggs off the Basingstoke
and to Cavalcade, in timeto carry the British Gas
sponsored prize-winning entry.

On the Metreau
News and Gossip of London's lllherrrays

RETIREMENT HONOUR
At the Branch AGM in March, our longest-

serving Committee member stood down. Len
House has decided that he has reached the age to
give up Committee work. His activities for the
Branch have been traced through the Minutes
Books back to the early 1970s, and we're not
convinced that we've got all the way to the
beginning! Len served for many years as the
Branch Social Secretary and was an active
member of the Planning and Navigation Sub-
committee. He was also every year the most
successful programme-seller at Cavalcade. In
honour of his long and distinguished service,
Len was successfully nominated for the Edie
Palmer Award, an IVA National Award recog-
nising administrative service to the Associatron.
Len is also to be presented, on behalf of the
Branch, with a mounted IVA badge in silver
wire. Although Len has retire d from Committee
work, he still intends to be with us at the Central
London Socials that he ran for so many years.

AWELCOME AWAITSYOU
Hillingdon Canal Club, who are the hosts for

our successful series of area meetings in
Uxbridge have asked us to point out that IrWA

members are automatically members of HCC
and welcome to call in during their Bar opening
hours (Sfeds and Fri 730 to 11 pm, Saturday
noon to 4pm and 8.30 to 11pm and Sunday noon
to 3pm). Their Club is on the canal bank almost
opposite the 'General Elliott' in Uxbridge. Access
from land is by way of Waterloo Road, Uxbridge.

NB PRESIDENT
Narrowboat President wasn't able to be at

Cavalcade this year, but by the time you read this
she will have been at Little Venice (on 12 June) as

part of her Big Cruise in aid of the St Lawrence
Hospice in Cernovoda, Romania, a home for
destitute children. Nationwide support for the
campaign has come from the Church of
England, the Catholic Church and agencies like
the Red Cross. Civic receptions are planned
alongPresident's route from Ellesmere Port: the
Shroppie, the T&M, the Staffs & Worcs, the BCN
and the Grand Union. Gifts of tins and other
suitable items will be collected en route andoff-
loaded at Little Venice.

Thavelling with Presidenr will be Kildare-
her new Josher butty, built for FMC by Brait-
hwaite's in 1913. Friends of Presiclent have
bought her from the Warwickshire Flyboat
Company where she was a camping boat. Over
the winter she has been re-fitted and restored to
FMC colours. Together President and Kildare
will present a complete picture of the w'orking
days of the waterways.

PAT SAUNDERS
It was with sadness that we heard from Kent &

East Sussex Branch of the death on 23 April of
one of their stalwarts, Pat Saunders. He had bee n
a very early member of M, working with
Aickman and Rolt. He had many careers
including the Army, pioneering hotel-boats, and
teaching. He retired a few years ago as Vice-
Principal of Sutton College of Liberal Arts, with
great plans including a horse-drawn trip boat on
the Basingstoke Canal and an autobiography
detailing some of the earl.v work of the IWA.
Despite a 'dicky ticker' he continued to lead a

very active life. He was a regular he lpe r on K&ES
Branch's boat trips for the handicapped, often
making a 200-mi1e round trip to be there. Shortly
before his death he had visite d Australia to give
his daughter away in marriage and combined his
trip with explorations of waterwals in Australia,
New ZealandandCanada. Condolencesgo to his
wife and children.

JUST IN TIME
'!7hile Canalway Cavalcade is reported fully

elsewhere in this issue, it is appropriate to note
here that two key members of Cavalcade
Committee only just managed to get their boats
there. Cavalcade Director Libby Bradshaw,
having spent the winter stoppage-dodging all the
way back from Llangoile n got Panacea as far as

Rickmansworth and had to rely on friends to
bring it the last lap. Meanwhile Cavalcade Site
and Services Supremo Peter Jackman (whom
reade rs of the gossipy bits of this column will
remember took Panacea to the National last
August because his own boat, 7|lggs, was locked
in on the Basingstoke by the water shoruge
there), actually gor Triggs off the Basingstoke
and to Cavalcade, in time to carry the British Gas

sponsored prize-wtnning entry.
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Canalway Cavalcade 1992

i

His Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester GCVO declares the
Tenth Canalway Cavalcade open, from the horse-bridge at Westbourne Terrace.

With him are Branch Chairman Eric Garland and Cavalcade Director Libby Bradshaw
Photo: Peter Austin.

Canalway Cavalcade’s tenth annual event
оп Мау 2 —4 was blessed with good weather,
huge crowds and a Royalvisitor, A number of
boats had arrived at Little Venice the weekend
before, and by the Thursday evening a festive
atmosphere was already beginning to
develop. Friday was a hectic day, with Peter
Jackman (Site and Services Co-ordinator)
getting everything ready with the help of the
KESCRG team , Richard Bird and Dorothy
Robbie welcoming traders and Harbourmaster
Chris Port,assisted by Allan Scott, juggling the
boats round to fit as manyas possible into the
pool. Thaven't yet been told thefinal number
of boats, but heard a figure on the Saturday
well over 120, the biggestever.

The event properstarted on Saturday with
the arrival of two boatloads ofguests from
East and West, including Mayors of Boroughs
alongthe Paddington Branch and the Regent's
Canal. They were welcomed by the Lord
Mayor of Westminster, DameShirley Porter
DBE DL, and by representatives of TWA, BW
and the Branch. Later we were joined by His
Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester
GCVO, who declared the event open. Other
speakers in the opening ceremony were
Dame Shirley Porter, Brian Dice (Chief

Executive of BW) and David Stevenson
(National Chairman of TWA).

This was followed at once bythe Cavalcade
of decorated boats. With accurate bad timing,
the only rain of the weekendfell just as the
leading boats arrived at the pool. The turn-out
of decorated boats was even better than usual,
and the prizes were hotly contested. Winner
of the Marcus Boudier Trophyfor the best
private entry was Alec and Betty Gosling's
boat, Betty G, Last year’s winners, Ian and
Jane Barratt’sJane B were runners-up, along
with John and Doreen Sawyer’s Sorrel. The
London Underground Challenge Trophyfor
the best sponsored entry went to British Gas
on Peter Jackman's boat Triggs. There was a
special commendation for the WRG entry
(celebrating the 175th anniversary of the
Welly) on Rupert Smedley’s Ben.

Sunday's splendid weather brought out the
crowds: the police estimated that 12,000 of
the general public came that day. Activities
started with the Salvation Armyservice and
included the first two sessions ofthe boat-
handling competition and the ever-popular
Teddy Bears’ Picnic. That evening saw the
procession ofilluminated boats, 16 of them.
Once again the standard was veryhigh, and
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kntb canaluay caualcade open, from tbe borse-bri.lge at westbourne krrace.
witb bim dre Brancb chairman Eric Garland and cauatcatle Director Libby Bractsbatl

Photo: Peter Austin.

Canalway Cavalcade's tenth annual event
on May 2 - 4 was blessed with good weather,
huge crowds and a Royal visitor. A number of
boats had arrived at Little Venice the weekend
before, and by the Thursday evening a festive
atmosphere was alreadv beginning to
develop. Friday was a hectic day, with Feter
Jackman (Site and Services Co-ordinator)
getting everyrhing ready with the help of the
KESCRG team , Richard Bird and Dororhv
Robbie welcoming traders and Harbourmaste r
Chris Port, assisted by Allan Scott, juggling the
boats round to fit as many as possible into the
pool. I haven't yet been told the final number
ofboats, but heard a figure on the Saturday
well over 120, the biggest ever.

The event proper started on Saturday with
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E.ast and West. including Mal ors of Boroughs
dong the Paddington Branch and the Regent,s
Canal. They were welcomed by the Lord
Mayor of Westminster, Dame Shirley porter
DBE DL, and by represenurives of tWA, gW
and the Branch. Later we were ioined bv His
Royal Highness the Duke of Gloucester
GCVO, who declared the event open. Other
speakers in the opening ceremony were
Dame Shirlev Porrer, Brian Dice (Chief

Executive of B.!?') and David Srevenson
(National Chairman of IWA).

This was followed at once bt'the Car,alcade
of decorated boats. Virh accuiate bad timing.
the only rain of the weekend fell iust as the
leading boats arrived at the pool. The turn-out
of decorated boats was even better than usual,
and the prizes were hotly contested. Winner
of the Marcus Boudier Tiophy for the best
private entry was Alec and Bettv Gosling's
boat, Bet4t G, Last year's winners, Ian and
JaneBarratt'sJane B were runners-up, along
withJohn and Doreen Sawyer's Sorrel. The
London Underground Challenge Tiophy for
the best sponsored entry went to British Gas
on PeterJackman's boat hrgg.s. There was a
special commendation for the \ilRG entrv
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\Welly) on Rupert Smedley's Bez.
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Towards a new London Region
As of Ist January 1991 the Guildford and

Reading, Solent and Arun and Oxfordshire
Branches of the Inland Waterways Association
will cease to be members of the South East Region
of the Association, andfrom that date they will
form a newRegion yet to be named … and that
a further restructure of the South East Region
takes place by Ist January 1993 to create a
separate London Region.’

This was the resolution approved bythe IWA
Council in June 1990 and passed at a special
general meeting of South East Region in
September 1990. It was formulated after months
of negotiation between Dave Moore, then
chairman of SE Region, IWA council and the
branchesaffected. Theinitial split took place on
schedule and following this timetable the new
London Region is due to be formed on 1st January
1993 leaving Kent and East Sussex and
Chelmsford Branches as the SE Region.

Your London Branch Committee has been
working forthe last year towards this goal. The
purpose of this article is to update you on
progress to date and to lay out the main
arguments for and against the split. It is hoped it |
will also provoke some discussion.
Why become a region?

The main arguments for and against are
detailed below. As the original resolution was
approved by Council and passed bya special
general meeting of SE Region these arguments
should be now be academic and the formation of
a London Region onJanuary 1st 1992 a formality.
The reasons for London becoming a region are:
1. With about 20% of the Associations member-

ship within the current region there is a need
for a more equitable representation of that
membership on council. Even after the split,
London and SE Regions would both be
numerically larger than most other regions.

. London organisesa series of events, including
Canalway Cavalcade, the most consistently
successful TWA branch-organised rally both for
publicity and fund raising. This year it is
organising a second rally at Brentford in July.
Itis hoped thatthis will, in a very few years, be
as successful as Cavalcade.

. London until recently was the only branch
having its own planning and navigation
subcommittee. It remains perhaps the most
important local IWA committee, addressing
many problems which are of national
importance. It also publishes the ‘Thames
Tideway Guide’ Owing to demandthelatest
edition published last autumn has had to be
reprinted already.

The main argumentagainst forming a London
Region is that it would have only one branch.
Althoughthis is not contraryto the Association's
articles, it would be unique in the association.
Some council members at the time the resolution
was tabled were unhappy about the prospect.
They did, however, pass the resolution in spite of
these concerns.
Where are we now?

The ‘region steering committee” was formed in
the summer of 1991 to pull together the Branch's
plans for a region. It co-opted Dave Moore and
held its first formal meeting at the TWA National
Waterways Festival last August. We made two key
decisions. These were to continue towards the
original date of 1st January 1993 despite a late start
to formal planning and to retain a ‘normal’
structure bycreating a London Region abovethe
existing London Branch rather than tryto turn the
existing Branch into a region.

The bulk of our activity, however, has been
directed towards generating additional Branch
activity awayfrom our central London venues.
This is being addressed in two ways, both with
disappointing results as yet.

We launched the adopt-a-length schemelast
year. Members and their friends and family were
invited to adopt a length of canal which they
would keep an eye on and report back on any
problems.This project will benefit all waterway
users. The original plan was to have more than
one person adopt each length and to holdregular
meetings around Londonto discuss problems in
your local area. Take-up has been slow so that it
has not possible yet to hold these meetings.

During the last few months we have been
holding area meetings in Uxbridge, Croydon,
Waltham Abbey and in SE London. The Uxbridge
meetings have been organised by Mike Stimpson
and are well attended. The other meetings have
been universally poorlyattended.
Where do we go from here?

Plansfor the formation ofa London Region are
proceeding and we intend to complete them to
the original timescales. We must address the issue
of dividing the existing London Branch into
further branches. There have been suggestions
that we should force a split, which we have
resisted, feeling this will stretch our existing
resources to an unacceptable degree and may not
produce the best solution.

We still see the local activities of adopt-a-length
and local meetings as the best vehicle for
generating local interest which may lead
eventually to forming sections and potentially
branches. We will therefore be continuing with
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Waterways Events in and around London

JUNE
Sat 20th—Sun 21st
Sat 20th—Sun 21st
Sunday 21st 11am, 4pm

Sunday 21st
Tuesday 23rd 6.30 pm

Tuesday 23rd 8.00 pm

Sat 27th—Sun 28th
Saturday 27th 8.00

Sat 27th—Sun 28th

27 June—12 July

Sunday 28th
Sunday 28th 3.00 pm

Monday29th 8.00

Tuesday30th 8.00

JULY
Wednesday 1st 7.45

Wednesday1st 6.45pm

Friday 3rd 8pm

Sat 4th—Sun 5th
Sat 4th—Sun 5th
Sunday5th

Sunday 5th 2.30 pm

Saturday 11th
Sat 11th—Sun 12th

Sat lth—sun 12th

Sunday 12th
Sunday 12th 10am-4pm
Tuesday 14th 6.30 pm

Saturday 18th
Tuesday 21st 6.30 pm

Saturday 25th

ST PANCRAS CRUISING CLUB Annual Rally at St Pancras Basin
R.N.L.I. Illuminated Sail-past and Regatta at Kingston upon Thames
Enfield Lock Conservation Group Enfield Lock Fair at Rammey Marsh.
Nearest station Enfield Lock (5 minutes).
Sea Cadets London SW District. Pulling Regatta at Sunbury
[WA LONDON BRANCH Guided walk along the Regent's Canal from

Camden to Islington. (Meet at Camden Town tube) >
IWA LONDON BRANCH CROYDON SOCIAL MEETING
(The Railway Bell, North End, Croydon, almost opposite West Croydon BR
and busstations). Mike Stevens: Waterways activities in London
KESCRG Working Party on the Wey and Arun Canal
Mikron Theatre ‘Imogen's War’ at Batchworth Lock Canal

Centre, Rickmansworth. For tickets phone
0923-778382
Steamboat Showat Broxbourne Cruising Club,
Old Nazeing Rd, Broxbourne.

ST PANCRAS CRUISING CLUB Summer cruise to the River Wey and
Basingstoke Canal, ending upat the Brentford
Rally
Regatta at Teddington
‘Imogen’s War’ at Batchworth Lock Canal
Centre, Rickmansworth. For tickets phone
0923-778382
‘Imogen’s War' at the Fisheries Inn, Harefield
(sponsored by IWA London Branch)
‘Imogen's War’ at the Etcetera Theatre Club,
Oxford Arms, Camden High Street. For tickets
phone 071-482 4857

Steam Boat Association

Small Boat Club
Mikron Theatre

Mikron Theatre

Mikron Theatre

Mikron Theatre At Richmond Yacht Club, Eel Pie Island
(sponsored by IWA London Branch)

Conducted walk of the Lower Lee Valley (2 hours). Meet at Leyton tube
station, finish at Tottenham Hale
Mikron Theatre ‘Imogen’s War’ in the open air at Lee Valley

Leisure Pool, Old Nazeing Rd, Broxbourne. For
tickets phone 0992-713838

Leander Scouts Group
River Thames Society
IWA LONDON BRANCH

IWA LONDON BRANCH

Regatta at Teddington
Regatta at Molesey
London Ring Cruise (to be confirmed). Contact
Libby Bradshaw(081-874 2787)
Guided walk along the Regent's Canal from
Camden to Paddington. (Meet at Camden Town tube)

Kingston Amateur Regatta at Kingston upon Thames
IWA LONDON BRANCH Brentford Carnival, IWA Rally and Waterways

for Youth national event
Herts Youth and Community Service Women on the Water: activities for
women over 14 at Herts Young Mariners Base, Windmill Lane, Chesunt.
Creche and overnight camp available. For bookings phone 0727-55374
Sea Cadets London SW District Boat-handling at Twickenham
British Waterways Ware Watersports Day. Meet at Ware Priory
IWA LONDON BRANCH Guided walk along the Regent's Canal from

Camden to Islington. (Meet at Camden Town tube.)
Molesey Amateur Regatta at Molesey
IWA LONDON BRANCH Guided walk along the Regent's Canal from

Camdento Paddington. (Meet at Camden Town tube.)
Hampton Court & Dittons Regatta at Teddington
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JUNE
Sat 20th-Sun 2lst
Sat 2Oth-Sun 21st
Sunday 2lst 11am, 4pm

Sunday 2lst
Tuesday 23rd 6.30 pm

Tuesday 23rd 8.00 pm

Sat 27th-Sun 28th
Saturday 27th 8.00

Sat2Tth Sun2Sth

27June-12 July

Sunday 2Sth
Sunday 28th 3.00 pm

Monday 29th 8.00

Tuesday 3oth 8.OO

JULY
'Wednesday lst 745

'Wednesday 
1st 6.45pm

Friday Jrd Spm

Sat 4th-Sun 5th
Sat 4th-Sun 5rh
Sunday 5th

Sunday 5th 2.30 pm

Saturday 11th
Sat 1lth-Sun 12rh

Sat llth-Sun 12th

Sunday 12th
Sunday 12th 10am-4pm
Tuesday 14th 6.30 pm

Saturday 18th
Tuesday 2lst 6.30 pm

Satrrrdarr )(th

KESCRG
Mikron Theatre

Small Boat Club
Mikron Theatre

Mikron Theatre

Mikron Theatre

Mikron Theatre

Mikron Theatre

Leander Scouts Group
River Thames Society
IWALONDONBRANCH

'Imogen's War' in the open air at Lee Valley
Leisure Pool, Old Nazeing Rd, Broxbourne. For
tickets phone 0992-713838
Regatta at Teddington
Regatta at Molesey
London Ring Cruise (to be confirmed). Contact
Libby BraGhaw (O8l-87 1 27 87)

IWALONDONBRANCH Guided walk along the Regent's Canal from
Camden to Paddington. (N{eet at Camden Town tube)

Kingston Amateur Regatta at Kingston upon Thames
IWA LONDON BRANCH Brentford Carnival, IVA Rally and Waterways

for Youth national event
Herts Youth and Community Service Women on the Water: activities for
women over 14 at Herts Young Mariners tsase, Vindmill Lane, Chesunt.
Creche and overnight camp available. For bookings phone 0727-55371
Sea Cadets London SlV District Boat-handling at Twickenham
British lwaterways lvare rVatersports Day. Meet at Ware Priory
IWA LONDON BRANCH Guided walk along the Regent's Canal from

Camden to Islington. (Meet at Camden Town tube.)
Molesey Amateur Regatta at Molesey
IWA LONDON BRANCH Guided walk along the Regent's Canal from

Camden to Paddington. (N{eet at Camden Town tube.)
Hampton Courr & Dittons Regarra ar Teddingron

Waterways Events in and around London

ST PANCRAS CRUISING CLUB Annual Rallv at St Pancras Basin
R.N.L,l. Illuminated Sail-past and Regarta ar Kingsron upon Thames
Enfield Lock Conservation Group Enfield Lock Fair at Rammey Marsh.
Nearest station Enfield Lock l5 minutest.
Sea Cadets London S$7 Districr. Pulling Regarra ar Sunbury
IWA LONDON BRANCH Guided walk along the Regent's Canal from

Camden to Islington. (Meet at Camden Town rube)
IWA LONDON BRANCH CROYDON SOCIAL MEETING
(The Railway Bell, North End, Croydon, almost opposite rWest Cro_vdon BR
and bus stations). Mike Stevens: Wateru,ays actiuities in London

lWorking Party on the Wey and Arun Canal
'Imogen's War' at Batchworth Lock Canal
Centre, Rickmansworth. For tickets phone
0923-778382

Steam Boat Association Stear.npoat Show at Broxbourne Cruising Club,
Old Nazeing Rcl, Broxbourne.

STPANCR{SCRUISINGCLUB Summer cruise to the River $/ev and
Basingstoke Canal, ending up at the tsrentford
Rally
Regatta at Teddington
'Imogen's War' at Batchworth Lock Canal
Centre, Rickmansworth, For tickets phone
0923-178382
'lmogen's LVar' ttthe Fisheries Inn, Harefield
(sponsored b1'l\\A London Branch)
'Imogen's War' at the Etcetera Theatre Club,
Oxford Arms, Camden High St(eet, For tickets
phoneO7l,-482 4857

At Richmond Yacht Club, Eel Pie Island
(sponsored by IWA London Branch)

Conducted walk of the Lower Lee Velley (2 hours). Meet at Leyron rube
station, finish at Tottenham Hale
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LATE
THAMES INFO LINE

NRA Thames Region now have a Thames
River Users Information Service, not
unlike the BW Canalphone service that
many of us are used to. The service
will give weekly information about
planned river events, river works and
other restrictions that may affect the
river-user, and where possible an
estimate of stream conditions for the
forthcoming week. It is not designed
to react to unplanned incidents, but
Will be used if there is a significant
and long-term incident. The message
will be updated each Monday morning
(or Tuesday following a Bank Holiday)
and calls will be subject to the normal
rate of charge. The number to ring is
0734-535520.

RAMMEY MARSH C.C.

A couple of items from Rammey March
Cruising Club, who have hosted a
number of our local social meetings at
the club-house at their moorings just
below Rammey March Lock on the Lee
Navigation (near Waltham Cross).

They are holding their Regatta on 18 4
19 July. Details are available from
Richard Townsend : 'phone number
below.

They also offer a friendly welcome to
like-minded waterways and boating
enthusiasts at their moorings and
clubhouse. They have moorings
available to members old and new at
reasonable rates. If you are interested,
please contact either their Commodore,
Richard Townsend (0992-36727),
Treasurer, Charlie Miller (081-840 3531)
or Mooring-master, Nick Wattam (0992-
469411).

NEWS
NEW BW MANAGER

News reached us recently that BW's
South East Region Manager, Robin
Garrett, is moving on to another post
within BW. Robin has been a good
friend to the Branch and we shall miss
him. We understand that his
replacement will be Peter Coyne, who is
moving from BW's Scotland Region. We
look forward to working with Peter and
hope to enjoy as good a relationship
with him as we have with Robin.

LATESTBW BILL :

The BW Bill received its First Reading
in the Commons in March. 42 petitions
against it have been lodged, including
many from new petitioners since the
House of Lords stage (including IWA), as
well as some from that earlier stage
whose objections have not been
satisfied by the changes introduced into
the Bill then. I see in Waterways World
that a number of MPs objected to the
Bill getting a Second Reading without
debate and so passing straight to
Committee, and that it is likely that
the Second Reading debate will be in
late July. The time before this Second
Reading debate is the ideal one for
those of us who still aren't happy with
the Bill to lobby our MPs. I certainly
intend to write to mine : I hope each of
you will do the same.

MIDDX TO HERTS

Customers of "the Kevins", i.e.
Middlesex Boat Services, may or may
not known that they have now moved
their business from Adelaide Dock,
Southall, to Winkwell (near the swing
bridge). They now trade as Middlesex
and Herts Boat services and may be
contacted by 'phone on 0442 872985 or
by fax on 0442 863394.
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